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when it would be my duty to vote for the military training
of those who wish to take it. For I know that all its mem-
bers do not believe in non-violence to the extent I do* It
is not possible to make a person or a society non-violent
by compulsion.
Non-violence works in a most mysterious manner, Often a
man's actions defy analysis in terms of non-violence*; equally
often his actions may wear the appearance of violence when
he is absolutely non-violent in the highest sense of the term
and is subsequently found so to be. All 1 can then claim
for my conduct is that it was, in the instances cited* ac-
tuated in the interests of non-violence* There was no
thought of sordid national or other interest. 1 do not
believe in the promotion of national or any other interest
at the sacrifice of some other interest*
The light within me is steady and clear. There is no
escape for any of us save through truth and non-violence*
I know that war is wrong, is an unmitigated evil I know
too that it has got to go. I firmly believe that freedom won
through bloodshed or fraud is no freedom. Would thai all
the acts alleged against me were found to be wholly inde-
fensible rather than that by dny act of mine non-violence
was held to be compromised or that 1 was ever thought to
be in favour of violence or untruth in any shape or form I
Not violence, not untruth, but non-violence, truth, is the
law of our being.
Young India: 13*9-28
And yet, strange as it may appear, my sympathies are
wholly with the Allies, Willynilly this war is resolving
itself into one between such democracy as the West has
evolved and totalitarianism as it is typi lied in Herr Hitler.
Harijan: 30-9-39
Whilst all violence is bad and must be condemned in the
abstract, it is permissible for, it is even the duty of, a
believer in ahimsa to distinguish between the aggressor'and